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ROME AND TARENTUM.

B, a, lie won the friendship of Ptolemy, and regained his
kingdom five years later. In 287 B, c. he was called to the
throne of Macedon, but shortly resigned it, unwilling to en-
counter the intrigues of his subjects, who were restless under
any monarch not a Macedonian. Pyrrhus was ambitious to
a degree of the glory which comes of conquest; and there
soon arose an opportunity which promised the possibility of
carving out an empire in the West, as his great sampler,
Alexander, had hewn his from the East.

In the towns of southern or Grecian Italy the aristocrats
universally leaned towards Eome, and sought her protection;
the democrats opposed her. A multitude of towns were under
her protection. Among these the allied town of Thurii, on the
gulf of Tarentum, had been at war with and was hard pressed
by the Lucanians and Bruttians. Rome sent a small fleet to

Theatre of War against Pyrrhus.

her assistance in 282 B. c. This was literally an infraction
of an old treaty with Tarentum; but more recent conven-
tions and the general state of amity existing between theo
